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Bifrost: a new way of
learning,

1M CTHE PROVINCIAL Daoish town ol
Hderming, there is a remarhable
shoat e children Giges six g six-
teen) named Balrost, The waord
Bibrost 1y derived Trom Scandimavian
ivthology wiad means “rainbow’,
fiaedge between she arth o ey
en. Lhe educational experiment,
which liis been pngomg smee |O87,

FRONTLINE

1 antrcting much siteniion,
Though the school radiates o
wiood ol s and coliare, W s sot an
art schaosl. The core tener of the
sehwol s that expiessions of are and

colture are an importgn sowrce of

inspivation m the learng process.
The Bilvost approach aims 1o break
awany from the taditional, one-sided
i'ﬂ(:llh ouh Cl'g""l\(’ 'i'»“‘lll"g ‘lllﬁf D358y
andd possive cducation. "We wini 1o
ntegrate diffevent dimensions ol
Tearmunyg. la that seose we ate very
much mspived by the American psy-
chologiss Howard Gardner,”
explaing Bodil Abildusp jobansen,
fomder and divecioe of the Pifinse
Schonl, “Lavduer claims that in
Western educanion we overvalue
voguirne learning, while human
beings i tact have mubiple lewnug
capacitica, He shistinguishes tor
example emational, social, sasnal,

NEWS FROM THE GRASSROOTS

A wasrad waede by cheldven at the Bifvnt Sebond aboed cosndn do Vo' hfe. D the centie s Lemutidi bimaelf, fislidiny an ew

and phvsical capucities. Heye
Bifyost we amn o enbance all these
dilfevent ways of learnimg. We valoe
acsthetie expressiwons bhighly.
Ihroughout the butlding sme can
find a diversiey of artistic creatin
Childyen here learn 1o express
theimselves in namy differens wavs,
thvaugh pamting, music, sculpting,
theatre, wonng s porivy, These
ane all different wavs of commnnica-
pon, We ke ap the cdillenge ol
ts g cducitns o iy exeing
endeavon.”

From the begimsing the Bifrost
spproach was based on the innate
wpuisitiveness of children w lear,
I is thae teaches's task to chierasly ad
stimmlate these anpulses, which ran
onby mndest temselves of the clal-
dren continuously e sy o g
impace an thewr own learning
processes.




At Bifrost, both children and
teachers become “investigators i
Yearvers’. All education is related o
citltueal-hustaric themes, which we
il spitabon themes. On average
the teachers select two or three
uispivation themes per vear, with
which the whele «whool soirks dar-
ing uan extended penod of vme.
hese themes wcdude Van Gogh,
Mozany, the Danish composer Carl
Nielsen, M. €, Facher, the Olyanpic
Games, Leomsrdo da Vina, and e
children's boak The Mystery of the
Flaying Canli by Norwegian authe
Jowtein Coanarder.

Johansen cxplains, “We wam 1o
provoke childeen and vaise thei
intevest for historical periods Inoro-
duting new pesspectines, breaking
conventions. confionting and inves-
tgating: these are all inyporan pre.
conpdtionss tor learmog.” Simce all
learning s related (o the divec
experence of the chitdren, standard
learnug boisks and methods ave not
suitable. Builiting on the ideas and
proposals brom the chaldren, the
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The Instituee for Social

Ecology ofters an mspired
mnterdisciplinary approach.
SINUE 1974, the Instingte for Socisd
Ecology {15E) has offered mrensive
sunimer programmes and staeent.
centred degree programines bigh-
lightng ouwr interdisciplinary
approuch o ccological philosoply,
pobits, swaal theory and lands-on
praxis. As we celehime auy thisteth
anniveraary, we are aflirning om
dose ties Lo opgoing camgrgns fon
global justiee, fond sovercignty, and
divect democtascy, as well as our
long-range reconstructive visions fo

T P e e

teachers are challenged o ollear
and compile all learning materials
themselves

Each theme brngs along its own
perspective or spedific assignments,
Where one theme seenis appropri-
e for a more aesthenc approosch,
another might be move suitable i
@ natural or saentific o1 historical
apprasch. This process of creating
stiscly materwd demands ygemive
prepasation and ingusitiveness, and
presupposes an extraordinary spirit
of corapriation. The wiachers con-
sider this 1o be & very stimudating
and inspiring process.

Another resmarkable feature of
Biftost = that no assessments are
made through grades or tests. “Cre-
ativity, flexibifiy and responsibilicy
have heconse ever more important
asstts 10 cursent sockery, but it
exactly those gualities which are dit-
Beolt to express in grades,” savs
Juhansen. Grades contribute to sinx-
ety amd add 1o an eveoneous dea-
ing for reward’ aninde. Learning
should be considered as o personal

a free, cealogwal society.

It is the ISEs cove beliel that tie
haman potential 1o play o crearive
vole in marayal and social evolution
can be veadised, and that we can help
10 lostes commmunities free from hev-
archy, social meguiry and ceological
degradason. We view the increasing
centralisaton of politicd and cen-
nonie power, soviad and ciliural sys.
tems of domination, and the
alarnnag increase in social contiol as
voob causes of our carrent ecolugical
and sacial crises. Sorial ecology
envintons a diveetly democratic,
confederal politics, and a moral
econamy that moves beyond scarcity
and hietarchy towards a world b
tuly wlebrmtes notural wnd colieal
diversity. Thus, our carviondum come
bines theoretical and experiennal
tearming  such areas as conty
orgamising. political action, sl
theory, and sustainable building and
Tand use, helping stidens develop
the skills, ideas and velationships
that can help nurture vibrant, sell-
governed, hewlthy conumnnitics

challenge, and not something one
does to gain the appraoval of mbers
From an early age, children at
Bifrost wre wrained 1 evaluate their
own achievemens, as well as those
of others. These esahutions encom-
pass much more thanavhat couldd be
expressed in grades, as they eflect
both the process and the resalt {n
rlose co-npevation with the teachers,
children review their acquired
knowledge, mmual co-operation,
interest. creatvity, tune schedaling,
ansd so on, Bedil Johansen formulin-
cd very sucomaly whist Bifrast is all
aboni: “All the time, both alone and
togethes, we should have 1he
courage and the will ‘to be oo the
way' — nat g0 remh a predeter-
wined goal, but to expericiice uew
and diflerent possibilities.” »

¥or further information contaci:
Bodil Abildirup Johansen, c/o Bifrost
School, Kaj Munkwvej 5, 7400 Hern-
ing, Denmark, Tel: + 45 87 21 36 11,
<skoleleder@ofir.dk >

We offer intensive summer pro-
grampies o Sustainable Design,
Building and Land Usc. as well s
anr mternatiomaly acclaimed pro-
gramme, Remaking Sooers, which
affers a comprehensive overview ol
all aspects of sodil ccology. We olfec
both vn-cnpus and offsite inde-
pendent study-based progranmes
at the undergraduate level, in col-
Inboraiton with Burlington College
Additionally, Prescott College and
the [SE have yecentls laouched o
renewed Master of Arts progiamme
in social ccology, which ombines
carpus-based and off-campus sudy
wiodels, including guided independ-
ot study, experieniial learning, and
classeoom-based activities at our
exquisite Central Vermons campus,
A host of shoiter warkshops and
courses are also available through.
apt the year, @

For more information:
<www.social-ecology.org>
Tel: #1 (B02) 454 8493,




